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PART 2 History & Theology 

Paul McKechnie 
Macquarie University 

Racing ahead to a globalized 
world: 
the Ptolemaic commonwealth 
and Posidippus' Hippika 

Abstract 
When A.E. Zimmern wrote of the Greek commonwealth, he meant 

the fifth century Athenian empire; but the expansion of the Greek-speaking 

world under Alexander the Great makes it better to associate the idea of a 

Greek commonwealth with the global Greek civilization of the post-Alexander 

world. The impulse, in the Hellenistic kingdoms to look for validation and 

legitimacy to long-established Greek institutions and values, is illustrated in 

this article with reference to Posidippus' Hippika. In the text examined here, 

a horse-racing victory at Delphi by one of Ptolemy II's most trusted friends is 

celebrated. 

Introduction 
Alfred Eckhard Zimmern's The Greek Commonwealth, first published 

in 1911, is about Athens in the fifth century BC, and its program, which 

culminates with the Peloponnesian War (Zimmern 1931: xi):1 

... a conflict which brought inward unhappiness and outward disaster upon the 

foremost Greek community at the very height of her greatness and left its mark 

upon the mind and writings of the men who laid the foundations of European 

political thought. 

Zimmern engaged with the Greek environment, economics and political 

thought in the course of his exposition. An internationalist, and a proponent 

of the idea that war ought to be illegal, Zimmern wrote a Foreign Office 
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